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FOURTH AUSTRALIA-IRAN DIALOGUE

The fourth annuaAustralia-Iran Dialogue
was held at the Institute fordftical and
International Studies (IPIS), Tehran, on 2 =~ = - "
April 2005. The Australian delegation, heade 9""{"&')‘.."”).‘."(&‘1'08
by Professor Amin Saikal and Professc A

Malcolm Gillies, Deputy Vice-Chancellor
ANU, included: Bfessor Adam Shoemaker
Dean of the Faculty of Arts, ANU; Dr Jerem
Shearmur School of Humanities, ANU; Mr
Tim Beckett, Director of International
Education, ANU; &fiessor Michael @éley
Griffith University; Mr Richard Gibbs,
Macquarie Bank; Dr Noel Fabri, BHP Billito
HE Mr Ggg Moriarty Austalian Ambassador
to Iran and Ms Susan &, Fbt Secetary
Austalian Embassian. Dr Mostafa Zahni,

Director General, IPIS, headed the Iranian
delegation, which also included Participants in the Austalia-Iran Dialogue 2005
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representatives from the lranian Ministry gt auracted considerable interest frorvestmentin the form of five year plans.

Foreign Affairs, experts in educational agdl, e nment, business and academaso indicated the recent expansion of s

cultural affairs, and economists. representatives from both sides. projects and expressed a hope for Austra

TheAustralia-Iran Dialoguevas establishecbr Zahrani, Professor Gillies and Profesgggagementin future initiatives.

by the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studigs; § - ntinued on page 14

_ @€3ikal each made opening remarks at thf®

(CAIS) and IPIS in 2000 to foster m%;\e{ penigg

b

" d mutual understanding in t ar’s dialogue, covering the history of s
cooperation and mutualunderstanding In g, 4iapjes in both nations and stressing t

areas of political, cultural and ec.onomh;ﬁ ortance of continued intercommunicati GO NFE= NI ES)
exchanges between the two countries, t weadlL T anduAn

broadening the focus of the relationship . .
beyond the largely commercial approadf@nian-Austalian plitical and Tade EEEIENII=NENE 2

which had so far defined it. Over the yeard3lations, and Business Opportunities’ SEEENEIRIS= =Ny = pke o At TRyl
the first topic of discussion. Richard Gib
ARABIC PROGRAMME 4

opened this session with a presentation
prospects for expanding economic relatio SESIEURIENIRNSUES] )
He briefly surveyed the strengths aiEzi=Nsle)\V\[=\NNe]=-\'¢:\=V] 6
weaknesses of both Count_ri_es, arguing t- DIVIDED POLITICAINEMICS AND
.fu_rthgr development of joint economi REFORM IN YEMEN 8
initiatives would enable the countries f
share their experiences and participate bet ISRAEL & PALESTINE - SOVEREIGN
in globalisation, yet without compromisi AND VIABLE NEIGHBOURS? 9
national esponsibilityvalues and culter He BRYY/EV:N g go XY/ V4{=Xe] =\ BV

noted the significance of free and open traquE e TS S NN ="c T T NI .\ IR To)

and urged the pursuit of better bilatera
relations in the context of an improveme aCR ORISR &

of multilateral relations. This was followdREaASEEUNELS 12
by a presentation on the foreign investme AN ?ARVE 27\ Wb V- Kol 0] =i v}
envionment in lan by Mr Mirzai, Deputy == =IN=lo{= M ={0] -1 e\ s [o] N}
Fore_ign Inv_es_tment Qﬁice of Iran. He outlin OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

key issues in international ventures and sta

that, with the exception of a gap during th CENTRE COURSES
period of the revolution and the war wit
Iraqg, Iran has attracted continuous foreig

(from left to right) Pofessor Shoemaker
Professor Saikal, Dr Shearmur and Professor
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2 CENTRE FOR ARAB & ISLAMIC STUDIES (CAIS)

CENTRE NEWS

STAFF APPOINTMENTS HE Mr Hideaki Ueda, Ambassador of Japdoman Rights in Saudi Arabia and

Dr Matthew Gray took up hi

appointment as Senior Lecturer at CAlgkey Abdulaziz Alwasil, CAIS SchofirMay

HE Mr Tansu Okandan, AmbassadofRgfé Of the UN Human Rights System’,

he

1

in January 2005. HE Dr Hamid Aboutalebi, Ambassador b€ Sepelssignislt g/lov(;ament li)n Kasl;lmir:
. n. an Aetiological Study’, Abu Taher
Mr Ghassan Al Shatter was appomtga alahuddin Ahmed, CAIS Scholajune

Lecturer and Coordinator of Arabic; Hdr Bob Tyson, Australian Ambassador
took up this position in January 2005. Designate to Russia.

Ms Wafa Farah was appointed &®sofessor Ramesh ThakuAssistantADMISSION TO DEGREE

Sessional/Casual Lecturer in Arabic. Secretary-General of the United Nations amthe following students have been

Matthew May was appointed as Casuzfhior Vice Rector of the United Natioagcepted for admission to postgraduate
Tutor for Rolitics in Russia. Univesity. degrees:
Mrs Angela Devlin was appointdd’ Ahmed Shaheeb Al Dhaheri, Dratthew May: ‘Economic Transition|in
Graduate Studies Administrator/ProjeéPdelk.a.der Zeroughi and_ Mr Atee@entral Asia’ (PhD).
Officer in April 2005 to replace CaroArlmehf""” from the Abu Dhabi Investmegthayatollah &zdani: ‘US dticy towads
Laslett, who is on secondment to tHadthority. Central Asia since the Collapse of the
International Office, ANU, until Decembdtr Warwick Hutchings, Externd&oviet Union: Changing Objectives,
2005. Assessments Bureau, New Zealand.  Priorities, and Means’ (PhD).

Mr Izzat Abdul-Hadi, Director of the BisdMalcolm McAllister: ‘Towards an
VISITORS Centre for Research and DevelopmentUnderstanding of the Emergence |of
Prof Mehmet Aydin, Turkish Minister Falestine. Afghanistan as the Global Leader|in
State. Dr Drew Meek, Senior Scientist, TherapeEE?cR:'”m _Poggctlc;_n f'rol\r/rrAa Political-
HE Mr Bulent Arinc, Speaker of the Turk{@R0ds Administration. conomic £1spec |v'e..( ‘ )- ]
Parliament. Mr Paul FoleyDiector of the Middle East*Pdulla Al-Suwaidi: “UAE-Australia

gconomic Links: a Case Study| in

and North Africa Branch, Department
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Mr lan Rrmeter Assistant Daictor-Genedtl,
Middle East & Africa Branch, Office of
National Assessments. FIELDWORK

Sarah Phillips returned to the Cen
SEMINARS / PANEL DISCUSSIONSearly in the year with an update g

‘The Dividedd#itical Dynamics ofemen’, gﬁ; r‘?s?da:rr]] athde f|eald(\;vc;rk rlgsthZ?
Saeh Phillips, CAIS Scholafebruary ) gav P

‘The Greater West Asian Crisis: 2000-29
Causes and Consequences’, Professor
Halliday Pofessor of International Relations,

D . ; Q." London School of Economics, 9 FebruaréPEClAL EVENTS

HE Mr Bulent Arinc and Dr Mehdi llhan, ‘Turkish Entry to the European Union: SO.Imﬁ
Convenor of Turkish Studies, CAIS. Perspectives fim the Euopean Rrliament’, "
Camiel Eurlings, Member of the Europe%ﬂ

HE Mr Abdulwahid Al-Awadhi and hf@riament, 15 Man.
parliamentary delegation from the State 3N Reforms and the Use of
Kuwait. Secretary-General’'s Report’, Profes

Dependency’ (MA).

2005.

ned a Memorandum of Understand

Force: tﬁ@ls. lecture theatre was named Kha
g&khlt Al-Falasi Lecture Theatre.

J%L?Ftijdned to ¥men until the end of

with Zayed Univeity, UAE, on 6 April 2005.

Overcoming an Oil Producef’s

which was very well received, and has

rough the facilitation of CAIS, ANU
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Ramesh Thakukssistant Seetary-Geneal The inaugural Khalifa Al-Falasi prize for the

of the United Nations and Senior Vice Rechdaster of Arts specialising in Midd

\M&‘\ ‘F of the United Nations Univeity (UNU), 11 Eastern and Central Asian Studies was

April. awaued to Eliza &hryn Muray.

‘Explaining Divgent Foeign Rlicy: the
Case of Australian Relations with Iran acdDMMITTEES
the US’, RichdrScrivenerCAIS Scholat4
April.

member of The National Consultati

—t

a tour of i Cellie Researh Fellow Humanities ResedT Board of the Princeton Encyclopedia
Centre, 29 April. Self-Determination.

le

Professor Amin Saikal was appointed a
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The Kuwaiti parliamentary delegation enjoying@iro’, Grazia Gunn, CAIS Scholar andstralia), and The International Advisory
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UNPRECEDENTED GROWTEAAS

Enrolments in courses offered at the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studiesng a meeting with CAIS staff in April 2005, Professor Adam
have continued to gm, with student numberalmost doubling between ShoemakemDean of the Arts Facujtgongatulated the Centr
2004 and 2005 at undergraduate level. Given that other schools ateff for growth which he described as ‘unprecedented’ at ANU.
centres within the Faculty of Arts, with the exception of the School bfdeed, an analysis of data collected sinceld@@icates that
Social Sciences, have only experienced a slight rise in undergradbAlS has experienced what is possibly the most significant
student enrolments over the past few years, CAIS has clearbrease in student eniments acoss the univesity, with
demonstrated its ability to draw students. Courses which are particulprigdictions of further growth in years to come.
popular and consistently atirt well over @0 students includeditics  \while the number of students enrolling in postgraduate resdarch
in the Middle East,dittics in Cental and Vést Asia, anddfitics in  gegrees at CAIS has remained consistent over the past five|years,
Russia. Another subject which has grown in popularity over the yggESgreatest area of growth has been in postgraduate coursework
and is likely to draw huge student numbers in years to come is Arabighe Centre’s specialty - with a fourfold increase in student
numbes since 20D. The two most popularggrammes & the
Master of Arts specialising in Middle Eastern and Central Asian
Studies (MA) and the newly established Master of Middle Eastern
and Central Asian Studies (MMECAS) degrees, both of which can
be combined with the Master of Diplomacy (MDip). The fact that
these courses are attracting overseas students, with three
Americans among the intake of students in the first year of the
MMECAS programme, clearly indicates the Centre’s strong profile
on an international level. Professor Saikal hopes to attract more
international students in years to come.
Figures indicate that postgraduate coursework degrees |have
become increasingly popular across the Faculty of Arts at|/ANU,
with the number of full-time students risingdm 48 in 20Q to
70 in 2005. While CAIS had almost the lowest studeiolments
for postgaduate cousework degres in 200, it is now in the
top three, along with the School of Archeology and Anthropojogy
and the School of Humanities. Given the small percentile|that
CAIS Staff s .
(top ow) Ghassan Al ShatteMatthew Gay, Mehdi llhan, Amin Saikal, Separates these strong performers, many are predicting that it is
Ksenia Sawczak, Mohammamtabi, Kirill Nourzhano\stuart Harris only a question of time before CAIS becomes the leading Gentre
(seated) Leiladtatly, Angela Devlin in postgraduate coursework.
PROFILE: DR NTAHEW GRA
In January 2005 the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies welcfigedy on these topics, and his articles have appeared in journals
Dr Matthew Gray as Senior Lecturer and Academic Graduate StudhaMiddle Eastern Studies,ar Studies Quarterlirhunderbit
AdviserHe lectues and teaches in a variety of cees, includinginternational Business RevieandThe Journal of South Asian arjd

Politics in the Middle East, Dynamics of theadsikRalestinian Middle Eastern Studieslis mostecent article, entitledArafat's
Conflict, The Gulf Security Environment and Issues of Developr@gaeyAbbas’ Challenges’ was publishéithe Austlian Journal
in the Middle East, and assists in the supervision of research studleligrnational Affairs June 2005.
In addition, he is actively involved in the Centre’s outreach activities.

Prior to his appointment at ANU Dr Gray held several positions with
the Australian Government, working at the Australian Trade
Commission (as dfect Officer Middle East Indian Ocean Office,
then on short-term secondment to Austrade in Milan, and finally as
E-Commerce Coordinator), the Department of Defence (in the
International Blicy Division), and the Department of Imratgyn

and Multicultual and Indigenous Affar(Diector, Middle East and
Africa Section). He completed his PhD at ANU in 2000, entitled ‘The
Relationship between Economic Liberalisation and Tourism in the
Contempaary Middle East: A Compéive Rlitical Economy Study

of Egypt, Syria and Jtan’ He also holds a Master of Arts and
Bachelor of Arts &fm Macquarie Univsity in Sydney

Dr Gray’s research interests include the politics, political economy
and international relations of the Middle East. He has published




2005 saw the transfer of Arabic from the Faculty of Asian Studie$iere has been a surge of interest in Arabic over the past few years,
the Centre for Arabic and Islamic Studies, with Mr Ghassan Al Shaitbrclose to 00 students cuently enplled in the various Abic
appointed as Lecturer and Coordinator of the Arabic Programiaeguage courses offered at CAIS, and the likelihood of higher
He is assisted by Ms Wafa Farah. This is an important develog@nesiments in years to come. The demand for Arabic can also be
for the Cente, as it means that - together witleBian and drkish seen in wider circles, with several government departments regularly
- three language courses are now on offer which relate directlyctonducting Arabic language classes. These include Foreign Affairs

the political, historical and geographical focus of CAIS.

Students enjoying an Introductory Arabic class

and Trade; Defence; Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous
Affairs; and the Australian Trade Commission. When asked to account
for this rapid growth in interest, Mr Al Shatter cited events in the
Arab World and a growing interest in Islam as likely causes. He was
also quick to point out that the study of Arabic is likely to continue

to grow in Australia for a number of other reasons, including
increased business relations between Australia and the Arab World.
Indeed, many students are motivated to study Arabic with the
prospect of future employment in government agencies or in areas
of trade and business.

Mr Al Shatter believes there are a number of other reasons why
people should study Arabic. As the language of the Quran, Arabic is
important for individuals interested in exploring Islam. Being the
language of Sacred Scripture also means that Arabic is unique in
that it has changed little in 1200 years. It is a highly developed
language with rich grammatical and syntactical structures that makes
it particularly appealing to individuals interested in linguistics.
Naturlly, the fact that Aabic is the official language of 22 countries
(as well as being used to varying degrees in a number of non-Arab
Islamic countries) and one of the six languages of the United Nations,
also underlines its importance on an international level.

As an educatoMr Al Shattes first objective is to lmak down the
preconceived idea of Arabic as being too difficult to learn. While he
admits that it is a complex language due to its complicated structures
and rich phonics, he believes that his teaching methodolgygh
demands a positive attitude from students, and educational resources
will enable any student to master the language with time.

Although Mr Al Shatter only took up his appointment at ANU in January
2005, he is already working on restructuring the current undergraduate
course in order to allow students to attain a higher degree of proficiency
in Arabic. He is also engaged in developing teaching material for courses
in Arabic for Special Purposes. This will be part of the Centre’s continued

Students of Contemporary Arabic performing their presentations commitment to outreach activities.

2001.

currently working on his PhD.

PROFILE: GHASSAN AL BHER

Mr Ghassan Al Shatter took up his appointment as Lecturer and
Coordinator of the Arabic Programme in January 2005. Prior to
this appointment he held a number of teaching positions at The
Univesity of Melbourne, Deakin Unisgy, UAE Univeity and The
University of Jordan. With more than ten years of teaching
experience, Mr Al Shatter also has a strong record in the
development of Arabic language curriculum and teaching material.
In addition, he has conducted numerous training courses for
teachers of Arabic language at a number of institutions at both
tertiary and secondary school level. His publications ineladimg
Language Skills at the University Level (Books | andUNE
Univesity Pess, 20D andTeachers Guide to ‘Honing Language
Skills at the University Level’ (Books | andUBE University Press,

Mr Al Shatter holds a BA (University of Jordan), MA (University of
Jordan) and DipEd (Victoria University of Technology). He is




OVERSEAS STUDENT3CAIS

Adrian d’'Hagé, Hamish McGregor and Grazia Gunn Danielle White, Christina Morovics and Justin Leach

The Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies continues to attract studdmseng the intake of students in the first year of the new Ma
of high calibre and diverse backgrounds to its postgraduate reseafcMiddle Eastern and Central Asian Studies (MME
degrees. Three new PhD scholars joined the Centre atptbgramme were three Americans: Justin Leach, Danielle
commencement of the academic year: Grazia Gunn, Adrian d’'ldagéChristina Morovics. Justin, who is enrolled in the comh
and Hamish Mc@gor MMECAS/Master of Diplomacy (MDip) Programme, can

Prior to commencing her PhD, Grazia taught in the Department of Hidtgyberra in February 2004, wanting to gain a non-Amer
of Art at the University of Cambridge. She also has extensive experfi@ective on world issues. Upon completing his degree at
in curatorship, having held positions at the Centre for Contempoffy1opes to undertake further postgraduate studies in Austr
Artin Melbourne and the National Gallery of Australia. The topic of éfistina has been in Australia for almost three years. Pri
thesis is ‘Eopean Aspitions in Nineteenth-Century GairAdrian this, she was employed at the Australian Embassy in Washil
d’Hagé is the author dFhe Omega S (Renguin, forthcoming in where she first developed an interest in Au§t_rall_a. She wi
2005), which he wate after ending along caer in the armyHis eseach leaving C_anberra shortly to take up a new posmo_n in Washin
topic is ‘Crisis between thes#f and IslamHamish Mc@gor holds a PC- Danielle, who formerly worked for the US Air Force, ca
BA (Hons) ém the Univesity of CanterburyNew Zealand, whehe Austialia in 2004 as a sponsar Rota_ry Ambassgdorlal Sgho
tutored in the History Department prior to the commencement of fi§€ chose ANU on the strength of its academic reputation
doctoral studies in 2005. He is undertaking research on ‘Religiof@fi§ that the knowledge which she has gained through
Nationalism inWentieth-Century &n — the Role of th&hiaclegy; Postgraduate studies at ANU holds her in good stead to take
Hamish was awded an ANUdgtgaduate Awat. challenging position upon her return home.

KHALIFA AL-FALASI PRIZE

The inaugural Khalifa Al-Falasi Prize for the Master of Arts
specialising in Middle Eastern and Central Asian Studies was awarded
to Eliza lathryn Muray. This prize was established by and named
after Dr Khalifa Al-Falasi, a CAIS graduate and the former Ambassador
of the United Arab Emirates. Eliza achieved the best overall aggregate
marks in the coursework and sub-thesis components of the Master

of Arts programme, and will

be admitted to the degree

of Master of Arts by

coussework later in the year

Upon completing her Rizwan Hussain

studies in July 2004, Eliza Pakistan and the Emgence of
took up a position at the Islamic Militancy in Afghanistan
Department of Immigration Ashgate, 2005

and Multicultural and ISBN: 0 7546 4434 0

Indigenous Affairs. She
hopes to undertake doctoral

R Dr Hussain was a PhD Scholar at CAIS.
studies in the near future.

This book is based on his dissertation.
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Kirill Nourzhanov*

The ‘tulip revolution’ in Kyrgyzstan and thexample, to put pressure on cabinet ministekgyrgyz citizens — a quarter of the entire
dramatic escape of President Askar Akaevand regional governors who potentially majabour force - had gone abroad to seek
March 2005 put an end to one of the moshave challenged his sgpnacyBy and lage, employment.
remarkable regimes in Central Asia. Over thiee media outlets remained “uncriticaljncreased financial support from the United
past fifteen years Kyrgyzstan travelled a longninformative, and unreliable”, and thegiates in the wake of Qlgranted Akaev
road from a Soviet republic to an ‘island oftandard of journalism was “usuallfemporary relief. As the US Ambassador
democracy’ to an authoritarian state andappalling’ admitted in January 2005, “the amount of
finally, to a country bedeviled by e&me Akaev's regime did not diffén principle money we spend in Kyrgyzstan per capita is
poverty regionalism, @anised crime and from authoritarian setups across Central Asier and away the highest rate of any of the
Islamic adicalism. Askar Akaewho was the ajthough it may have presented a milde€ental Asian states't is estimated that the
leader of the Kyrgyz Republic throughout thigacade to the outside world. It was lesManas airbase used by the coalition forces
period, is ultimately responsible for such aferocious than overt dictatorships infor operations in Afghanistan may yield
outcome. Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. Akaev was dl$8$50 million per year to the Kyrgyz
An Accidental President modrequllitlletthap hiT cqllea}[gr;]ues i? Kazakstaodgets

, and Tajikistan in playing the voting gamestij|| even this tri
Akaey born in 1944, made a @ aS & e peyer actually cancelled an electioneyerse the dréctlgreigfaTi?,r;eyei%ur:grﬂ?é

physicist in the USSR. In 1988, he becarBleeferring instead to gerrymander and distort o nditions. Beginning in 2002, social

President of the Kyrgyz Academy of Sciencig, figures. unrest started to become more organised

— a position that carried much prestige, but . ) ) : S
could hardly be regarded as a springboaﬂa”e truth is, Akaev simply could not afforéind gained in radicalism. As one observer

for a political cager Nonetheless, in October® build a full-blown police state. Hisnoted, “most of those protesting had
1990 Kyrgyzstan's Supreme Soviet elec,[_gchorltarlanlsm was mode_:rated_by twmpthl_ng to lose: they hac_i no jobs to be
important factors: external aid and internaldismissed from, no business that could

him as the republic’s first President. s . ;

o regionalism. fail”.10 The government geradly could not
Akaev owed his improbable ascendancy to _ ‘ _ deploy violence against the demonstrators
the Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbacheho Implementing the Washington for fear of losing a positive image in the

wanted to purge the entrenched partyConsensus’ West.

appaatchiks in the USSReripheryAkaey  The collapse of the Soviet Union triggered

who had few connections in the top echelongconomic crises in the Central Asiahfibalism and Regionalism

of thenomenklaturawas an ideal candidaterepyblics. Resource-poor Kyrgyzstan coufthe socio-economic crisis provided fertile
in the eyes of Moscowle also turned out to ot rely on rentier income from exportingground for the rise of the decisive factor
be acceptable for powerful regional elitegayw materials to forestall the dramatic drogn Kyrgyz politics that swept Akaev from
within Kyrgyzstan, which hoped tojn the living standards. From early on theower — sub-ethnic regionalism. Prior to
manipulate the new head of state lacking akaev regime had to rely on Western aid tthe Soviet period the eponymous
solid indigenous support base of his own. make ends meet. population never formed a consolidated
AkaeV’s elevation to power came as a sUrprige1994, the IMF and the World Bank alor@thnicity. The very war‘Kygyz' is said to
even to his wife, Mayram, who later recalleghnt Kygyzstan US150 million, or almost 1 P€ @ reference to an agglomeration of forty
that “when our driver came in and told miemem of that countrys GDPThe USA tribes of southerndrks (kyrk oghuzn

that they intended to nominate my husbandyroyided an extra US$200 million in foodrhe creation of the Kyrgyz Soviet Socialist
for president, | couldn’t help laughing¥et  iq and technical helpThis assistance waRepublic in 1936 provided an institutional
inthe years to come he proved to be a grangp|itically motivated: Kyrgyzstan was tdramework for the emergence of a
master of political survival, building ayecome a show-case of the neo-liberdiomogenous Kyrgyz nation, but beneath
peculiar political system centring on higaradigm of economic development and athe veneer of unity sustained by affirmative
persona. important ally of America in close proximityaction and terror coming from Moscow the
Rolitical System: Weak Authoritariansm to China and Russia. relationship among the tribes remained

From the time of independence, all Centrdi"® government of Akaev faithfullyuneasyThese tensions came into the open
Asian leaders developed a taste for writingnPlemented recommendations of théfter independence: “Tribalism has
politico-philosophical tracts, and Akaev wadvashington Consensus’ and for several yegecesstullyeven beneficialjyweatheed
no exception. In one of his books pepperdtfd enough cash to stave off the mosthe Soviet winterand is out now on the
with quotes from Democritus, Hayek andnPleasant consequences of structurdl'®en summer pastures.
Schumpeterhe asserted that “éedom, adjustment. Howeven the end the @wing Tribal divisions in Kyrgyzstan are
democacy and a espect for human rights” debt, deindustrialisation, and agriculturabompounded by pronounced regionalism.
would be the main principles governingollapse |lnduced bythe.IMF-lnsplred pohmeTshe country consists Qf five Q|st|nct
Kyigyzstan in the twenty-fist century resulted in an economic catastrophe. Ondsstorico-geographic provinces which have
In reality, Akaev constructed an authoritarianthe sepond most prosperous Central- Asidittle in common. Ogh and Jalalabad in the
oo . republic, by 2000 Kyrgyzstan had hit theouth are predominantly rural, have a
political system based on supeegidency . o . ) . .
where balance of powers did not exist, anr ck-bottom of social deprlyatlpq, with upstrﬂor.lg con.nect|on with Uzbekistan and
elements of civil societguch as &e pess, 0 80 percent qf the population living belowTajikistan V|_a the Fghana \dlley and ae
were allowed insofar as they could be use%tge ppverty lines. Seventy perce.n.t of more Islamised. Talas, Issyk-KuI,_ and Naryn
by the ruler to his own advantage — foractorles had closed dowrand a million in thg north are urban, cosmopolitan, a_nd
gravitate towards Kazakstan and Russia.



continued from previous page

Thus, politics in Kyrgyzstan is as mucstrong legislature. As one newspapgFootnotes)
about keeping the precarious balanceommented at the time, “if successfull Quoted in Sadji, “Kyrgyzstan's Presig
amongst different tribes and regions aghey will be able to organise a hithertoAskar Akaev: Aoftical Portrait”, Prism
it is about defending an ideologicalunknown faction in the parliament,Vol. IV, No. 1, Rart 2, 29 May 1998.
platform and winning elections. It iscalled ‘the Kygyz family’is 2 Askar AkagvKygyzstan:An Econom
often hard to distinguish the formerfromAkaev,S desperate ploy to ensure hin Transition, Canbera: Asia Bcific Pess
the latter. For instance, in the 1995 "~ . . Yoot p. 157.

residential poll ‘democrat’ Akae\PO“tlcaI survival by controlling the de. “ . Th ial
P ; P , >~ parliament failed. Using unfairelection%3 lan Pryde, "Kyrgyzstan: The Trials
ostensibly defeated ‘communist dependence”Journal of Demoarcy,

Absamat MasaliewHowever a closer as a pretext, elites fr.o_"? Osh, Jalalab ol. 5, No. 1, 1994, ppl4-115.
and Talas formed militias, took power

look reveals that Akaev was the -Onal centres and marched Oﬁ The Economistlo December 1994'

. . . in regi
preferred candldgte in the north, V\./h”e.Bishkek. The residents of the capital cil%/s'
Masaliev was universally popular in his

patrimony in the south. remained by and large indifferent to the'Island of Democracy'ICG Asia Repar]
Askar Akaev belongs to the strongeskte of the President and did not rushNo- 22, 200, p. 2.
northern tribe Sarybagysh in the Issykrg defend him. Akaes’rule was over 6 Zavtra 2 April 2004.

Kul province. He managed to stay in _ 7 Kontinent No. 7 (134), 19 April 200
power for as long as he did because Heonclusion '

positioned himself as the staunchrhe events in Kyrgyzstan cannot an
defender of the tribe’s interests. For ghould not be regarded as a populaf i s hkek usembass Wov/
while he could also count on the loyaltydemocratic revolution. What happened, p interviewhtm accessedlZMay
of the Kushchu tribe in Talas, from whiclvas an elitist regime change and 3qq5. ’

his wife Mayram is descended. rotation of regional cliques in theg .. O'Malley & Roger

8 “Ambassador Stephen Mowhg's
terview in Argumenty i Fakty”, http:/

It is a general trend in tribal politics allnational capital. Today a coalitiony,.narmott, “The Russian Air Forcd i

over the world that with the passage ofcomposed of southerners led by thg, gy stan: The Military Implication
time clan coalitions weaken andActing Pesident, Kurmanbek BakieVcentral Asia — Caucasus Analyg8 April
fragment, compelling the ruler to relyand the Talas group represented by thego3,  http://wwwcacianalyst.ay/
more and more on his immediate familyicting Fist Vice-Prime Ministe=elix yiew article.php?articleid=134
for staffing top government jobs. This iKulov (who was released from prison angtcessed 22 May 2005.
precisely what happened in Kyrgyzstamastily exonerated from all criminalyg «ygy7stans Rolitical Crisis: An Ex
Akaev’s faulty economic policies led tgharges) hold power in Bishkek. Bakiev alategy”,ICG Asia ReportNo. 37, 2(
the diminished state resources beinft/0V have decided to stand as a team jggust 2002, p. 16.

e upcoming presidential election%_,L A.A. Asankano®@J. Osmomovstoriia

distributed amongst regional elites. Th heduled onaJuly 2005. Only i il
southern clans received next to nothingcheduled on@July 2005. Only time will y v 1y 7 stana Bishkek: KGPU, 280p. D.
I how successful this unusual

and started to rise openly against Akae . 12 Irina Kostiukova, “Suverenn
in 2002, when they formed a movemenP2@'tnership between northern andergyzstan. Problemy traditsii i sotsial
‘For the esignation of Akaews Even southern. str.ong_men will be. There .arFselostnosti",Acta Euasica No. 4 (1),
more troubling for him was theaIready |n(_1|ca_t|0ns of problems W|th2000’ p. 137.

emergence of a strong and charismatieo""er'shaIrlng in the coalition. 13 “pvlitical Transition in Kygyzstan
leader in Talas: in 2000, former ViceCould the Kyrgyz scenario of politicap ypems and ProspectiG Asia Repar
President Felix Kulov parted from Akaedhange be repeated anywhere else ¥, g, 1 August 2004, p. 13.

and announced his intention to run forCentral Asia? After all, similar conditiong , For details. see the website of F
presidency He was amsted and Ofunrepresentative government and SUbRulov’s pOlitiCE'll party Ar-Namys: http
sentenced to seven (later ten) years &fthnic division exist in all other Countrie%ww.ar-namys.cg/

imprisonment on trumped-up chargesin the region. The answer is probably n
but even from behind bars he continuedn the short-term perspective. Leaders o
to inspire his followers: Kazakstan and Turkmenistan have enough

By 2005 Akaev no longer had the SUppOF?SourceS to engage in pork-barrelling foIgfirill Nourzhanov is Lecturer at the Cen

of the majority of the tribes. He had one/®a'S 0 come. Tajikistan has implementeg Arap and Islamic Studies
last resource at his disposal — hi& successful system of power-sharing
personal contacts and his familfhey amongst sub-ethnic elites since 1997. And

were mobilised to serve as candidates [}€ r€9ime of Islam Karimov in Uzbekistan
the parliamentary elections on 2718 simply too coercive and ruthless to allow
February 2005: Akaev's son an ny manifestations of dissent to evolve, as
daughter two sis:[es of Akaew wife [herecent events in Andijan demonstrated.

Akaev’s Prime Minister’s son, the son amwe\ée'r ml thg long run each gf theh
son-in-law of the Head of Presidentiaf"c!M ent leaders may succumb to the

Administration. and so on — 26 personfsate of Askar Akaev if successful political
in total compeiing for seats in the 75_and economic reforms are not carried out.

5 Vremya novosteil9 January 2005.

ent

5 of

and population of Issyk-Kul and Nary® “Kyrgyzstan at Ten: Trouble in the

t

U

yi
noi

—

B ix
Il

tre




Samh Phillips*

After fifteen yeas of on-again, off-again not brought with it a clear path to based primarily on two forms of income,
political and economiceforms, ¥men$ democacy Reformsemain overwhelmingly oil revenues (which are 85 per cent oéth
government continues to skilfully atfdle dependent upon the leaderships’ perceptiamational budget) and foreign aid. Early last
pressue from almost every diction. éteran  of their ability to retain their ultimate year the depletion date for oibsserves was
President Ali Abdullah Saleh is noticeablgominance. brought forward by nearly a decade to
concerned, howeveand observercontinue o the pright side, theeweni political 2012. The national budget is calculated on
to vacillate between f@casts of ¥men as gysiem retains elements of pluralism an@ Steady oil price of $22 p/and the exta
model for Aab demoaatisation or as a ¢ontinyes to have lively parliamentarynoney that has been flowing into the
candidate for internal rupter debates, the number of votes for the maifountry while oil has been at the record

Yemen is the second past country in the opposition party has increased nearly fouighs over the last year or two is not
Arab world with an annual avage income fold since 1993 (although their parliamentarpfficially accounted forand has been used,
of between $US350 and $US500, and epresentation has simultaneouslyn Part, to try to gain the short-term
population of moe than the total combined diminished), there is generally enthusiastRolitical support that financial cooptation
local populations of the entr Ambian participation in the electoral process, an@f potential detractors can bring. When oil
Peninsula. As a well-armed state witftontinual declarations from the presidenfe€venues startto decline, as they inevitably
consideable sympathy for militant Islamists about the importance of democratic valuegnust, the government will find itself short
and ill-protected boders, this is not a Even if seen only fleetingly in practice, th€f the cash reserves that it uses to
country which the American or Saudidea of an unfolding transition to incorporate people into their patronage
governments want to see furtherconsolidated democracy has become d¢tworks, and therefore, very muchin need
destabilised. important legitimising platform for the Of @ moe stable sowe of legitimacy

With the unification of the former North and government, domestically and particularlyvith increases in the number of political
South ¥men, the Republic ofeien was internationally arrests, the military response to the
created on May 22, 1990 and, in asfifor The regime is also keenly aware that wittebellion in Sa’ada last yeaand the
the Ambian Rninsula, decled itself a such a well-armed population, brute forcéeplacement of some qualified teachers
parliamentary demoacy with voting and of the Syrian or Iragi style is not an attractivéVith unqualified government officials at a
candidacy rights for all adult citizens. Undegption. The &mneni egime is flexible, and univesity, many local observeae saying
the new unity arangement, political its surprising resilience is a testament to iff1at 2004 was ¥mens wost regading
freedoms wer significantly expanded andsuccess at incorporating diverse membersglitical reforms since unification. In
elections wer announced as a means ofociety into its network and playinglanuary 2005, the US House of
consolidating the union between the formecompetitos off against one anotheBafety Representatives issued a statement
north and south. valves, such as the comparatively high levégplauding the efmen@ government for its
Seveal new laws made considbte pomises Of free expression that are usually tolerate@fforts to democratise and implement
regading the right to the feedom of and periodic progressive reforms, haconomic eforms, citing ¥men (along
expession, media, and association, Ieadi@éSiSted the regime’s resilience. with several other countries) as a model for

to an almost overnight explosion in theHowever one consequence of thedemocrat_lsanon in the Arab world. This
number of publications and politicalconsolidation of a one-party state sinc acclamation may have.beef' truer than the
organisations in &men. Theemoval of the civil war is the lack of checks ani_|Ouse of Representatives intended.
restrictions to meet and ganise feely saw balances, which, while also absent prid?espite the economic situation and fast-
an unpecedented number of gssoots to unification, has been a factor in the vasfliminishing oil supplies, the rising
organisations spring up ém almost increase in corruption. Despair that th&orruption that is eroding the country’s
nowhee. Theaughly 1500 candidates thatonce promising process of political refornfiunds and the legitimacy of the
competed in the 1993 elections and théias not led to improvements in thegovernment (as well as the opposition’s
actual conduct of the elections — thoughstandard of living or to real gains by thd€gitimacy), and the anger at the
widely considexd as significantly flawed, opposition are clear throughout thegovernment for its compliance with the US
were still essentially encoaging - country The 2004 corruption survey byt the expense of local issues, 'Fhere still
underlined the enthusiasm within thereni  Transparency International found thafémains hope among mangn¥enis that
population for political action. Yemen anked 12th of the 146 countries Perhaps there will be the change in
In May 1994, howevecivil war boke out Surveyed, a big decline from their ggttfonditions needed to foster a renewed
along north-south lines and pessimismRosition ranking that it received just oneurgency in agenuine reform Process. Most
engulfed the hopes of both theemeni Year peviously In the Aab world, whe realise, howevethat without this ugency
public and the international communjityith ~ Corruption is widespread, the only countryh€ country is unlikely to be able to
serious concerns aboueivien emaging found by Transparency International to bgontinue with its brand of backs-to-the-
from their political experiment as amore corrupt than ¥men was &q, which Wwall, reactionary politics.

consolidated demoaey Since the wathe Was ranked 129. o _
power of the ¥meni people to affect Poverty levels have nearly doubled sinc%usr%anhﬂiﬂ'ﬂhp:rggk?ng'?ilesldsvhoeksiﬁgggﬁ_'s
political decision-making has beetracted unification in 1990, and this year GDP

in fits and starts, and politicakform in growth is set to be significantly lower than

Yemen, as elsewlein the Aab world, has population gowth. Yemens budget is



Douglas Sturkey*

Itis unlikely that agreement in principle on &alestinians demands, howevérat the intractable of the remaining issues. The
two-state solution to the Isreli-Ralestinian process of cantonisation in the West Bargtocess had left them to the end, hopeful t
conflict can result in an independent ande stopped and a firm commitment obtainedonfidence-building measures would h
viable Rlestinian state. Certainlguch a that it will never take place. Furtheghe established sufficient trust to ease the p|
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situation can only prolong the dispute. Thealestine Libetion Opganisation and the of the decisions that would have to be taken

leaderships of both parties have learned thatominant Fatah faction to which Abba®n these matters. The parties’ negotia
neither can win their contest for sovereigntybelongs, has never had control over bodiegre narrowing their differences on Isra;

tors
el's

over the same territoryand that some such as Hamas and Islamic Jihad. They hse@eurity concerns in late 2000. They

accommodation is necessary if decades loéen at the foefront of Ralestinian ejection addressed the building of Early Warn

ing

bloodshed are to be halted. As each side seekshe Oslo accdis, and of the &estinian Stations, joint and cooperative responses to
to realise its two-state vision, increasingiuthority established under the accordserrorism, and a reconciliation of Israeli

difficulties will arise: the leaderships musThey are presently restraining their activistsrziation needs with &estinian aispace

find solutions capable of satisfying both theifrom attacking Israel and Israelis, but ilsiael sought a demilitarisedlestinian state:

constituents and the other partyThee is remains to be seen whether this will laghe Ralestinians had merof a ppblem with
strong opposition at the elite level on bothonger than previous such temporisationthe symbolism of not having an army th
sides to the measures proposed. Israelst only must Abbas bring them along withwith the practicality of limiting their force
undoubted advantage suggests that the majtiim and obtain their commitment to theand the weapons they could possess.

determinant of any comprehensive settlemerterms of any final status agreement, but hpatrols along the Jordan River and Isr
of the dispute will be the extent of the must also carry thedRestinian diaspar access routes in the West Bank in the e
concessions that the Israelis are preparedt§ 1995 Abbas concluded informa®fathreatfrom the east proved to be diffic
make to the Rlestinians. Undestandings with &ssi Beilin, a ministerMatters that remained to be resolved.

Likud, the dominant partner in Israel’sn Israel’s former Labor-led government, dekud government is less receptive on s
governing coalition, has never supported thtae shape of a peace settlement. Neither tif these matters than was the Labor-
creation of a Rlestinian state despite itsPalestinians nor the laeli Government hasgovernment of Ehud Barak. At issue
leader’s current avowal of that aim. Primendorsed the Understandings, but the ideg&€stions about theafestinian Authoritg
Minister Sharon’s commitment to withdranexpressed in them — and other unofficigdPility to honour any agreement on su
from Gaza and a few West Bank settlementdocuments like the Geneva Accords §atters, and Israel’s confidence in its dg
does not necessarilygsiage a newaestine’ October 2003 — have entered the publig®-
The continuing construction of Israelidomain and influenced the direction ofinsofar as Jerusalem is concerned, the
settlements in the West Bank is eroding theubsequent debate. The Understandingi&lespread, though not universal, recogni
total area that might one day become addressed issues that both sides finHat ‘what is Aab should bed&estinian ang
Palestinian state. A security wall, with itsensitive, including that Jerusalem shoulghat is Jewish should bedslh! The Ham
incursions into the West Bank, and a networlemain a single municipality with the westeral-Sharif/ Temple Mount is a site
of Israeli-only roads in the West Bank, seepart of the city being the Israeli capital andundamental religious significance to Jg
likely to result in the division of the territory the Amb eastern part, underakestinian and Muslims. Israel has recognised
into three non-contiguous destinian soveeignty becoming thedestinian capital importance of the Haram platform f{
cantons, in effect ‘Bantustans’ thatal-Quds. The co-authors provided for Bluslims since 1967 and accorded authd
Palestinians could inhabit under é&ii phased withdrawal of Israeli military andver management of it to Muslims. Both si
suzeainty. Withdawal fom Gaza is the price security forces from the West Bank and Gazeant sovereignty over the holy site
Likud seems willing to pay to achieve thié residual Israeli military force, inclusive d?resident Clinton floated the concept
result. Such an outcome will be rejected biree Early Warning Stations and three ARalestinian soveignty over the Ham, and
sectos of the Isaeli and Rlestinian Defence Units, would be maintained dsraeli sovereignty over the Western Wall
communities. Hard-liners in both camps wikgreed locations until no later than 5 Mayhe space sacred to Judaism of which
be dismayed by their leaders’ abandonmeR®007. Prior to that date, joint laeli- part, with either a firm commitment by bo
of their deams farrespectedlythe fulfilment Palestinian pawls would be conducted alongsides not to excavate beneath the Harar
of Eretz Israednd the recovery of pre-1948the Jodan River The Undetandings behind the Véstern Vdll; or alternativelya
‘Palestine’ As Sharn’s plans for the acknowledged thedRestinianefugees’ right requirement of mutual consent before 3
disarming of Israeli settlers in Gaza and thedf return to the Rlestinian state and their excavation took place in these areas,
withdrawal from that area have alreadyrightto compensation and rehabilitation foraccepted, this proposition would, in effe
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shown, its achievement will not be withoutmoral and material losses. An Internationaktend a concept akin to strata title for some

difficulty. He faces concerns about hi€ommission fordPestinian Refugees wouldnultistorey buildings into international lay
country’s security as well as challengd® established for the final settlement of alNeither side has endorsed this concept.
inherent in any democratic and pluralistispects of the refugee issue. In many ways the @estinian efugee|

society Israels security especially if a pous community has been marginalised, th
The PResidentof the Ralestinian Authority soveeign Rilestinian state wer to be interests having been deliberately set-as
Mahmoud Abbas, has been closely involvestablished on its border through which Arabntil the final status negotiation, and no cle
in the development of the destinians’ forces could move or assemble, the futudiaspora leader has emerged to cham
negotiating position on a two-state solutionof Jerusalem, and the question of the returtheir cause. Meanwhile, the mythology ¢
since the 190s. His adibility among of Palestinian efugees, &among the most continued next page
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continued from previous page

‘right of return’ has been allowed to flourisi2003, has proposed specific measures for thfect Isaels security It is in Isaels
unchecked notwithstanding the array ofletermination of compensation to refugeebonger term interests to assure the
difficulties that would make its realisationby an International Commission. probable viability of a &estine state,
impracticable. At talks at Taba in Januayy any negotiation, there must be a balanc@€n though this may mean being rather
2001, a document seems to have beeftdd petween what is preferable versus what f80re geneous towad the Ralestinians
by the parties on this matter but it has nopracticable. Israel has used its undoubtéd the continuing negotiations than an
been made public, giving rise to speculatidupemacy to constin Ralestinian Israeli government and some sectors of
that concessions were made for which thgmbitions, yet even this has not produce‘@e Israeli public would wish. This need
parties would now prefer not to acceptesults that have satisfied all Israeli!0t b€ a one-way street: Israel has a right
responsibility The only issue that couldConvesely has Iszel pushed thedfestinians 10 insist that a resolution of their
generte such heat would be @stinian too far into the corner? Will agestinian differences be contingent upon the
concession on the claimed right of returnstate, whose water supply and agricultur&lestinian Authority making every effort
Thee is an account that theafestinians |and in the West Bank (as defined by the 1969 restmin Falestinian insugents. It is
agreed to waive the right of return for an'green line’) have substantially beefoubtful ~whether ~a Likud-led
Israeli statement accepting at least parti?lommandeered for the use of Israeli settle@overnment and the Israeli public are

responsibility for the departure of theand whose population has been denied acc&88dy to act genausly
Palestinians in 1948. Anotherquluct of o its former workplaces in Israel for security

unofficial negotiation between Israelis angeasons, be viable? Ifitisn't, the presence:Ofoyglas Sturkey is Visiting Fellow at CAIS
Palestinians, the Geneva Aatof October gz ‘failed state’ on Israel’s borders will gravely

WHAT 1O MAKE OF ANTI-US PIX3TS IN AFGHAMSIT

Shayeq Qassem*

One needs to be very sceptical about thikevelopments in Afghanistan-UG&f strategic depth in Afghanistan against
spontaneity of the origins of the recentrelations. India could only be reactivated if the
anti-US demonstrations in Afghanistangor president Karzai, it is not enough $§ect involvement of the western world
although the common person, onc@angle the word ‘democracy’ in front dff that country were reduced to a
drawn in, might well be expressing hisdyery audience as the best explanatiBinimum, not the other way around as
her genuine anger at the allegedor every manifestation of anti-the recent Afghan-US announcements
desecration of the Holy Quran bygoyernment resentments. A questi®dggest. A permanent US presence in
interrogators in a Guantanamo Bayja?ﬁeeds to be posed as to who coufffghanistan might well mean closer US
Spontaneous eruption of demonstrationgossibly benefit from such violenfonitoring of nuclear proliferation and
of such magnitude under currentyrotests that have already caused tragif2ck-marketing in which akistan has
circumstances in Afghanistan about apyss of life and prperty, not to mention Proved so adept in the past.

incident that allegedly took place inthe grave threat to the fragile state oThe Afghan government and its
another corner of the world is a luxurystapility that has so painstakingly bednternational partners will also need to
that common people in that country canyyiit up over the past three years. Surdbok at any possible domestic motives.
hardly afford. Indeed, the Afghans havge Taliban-Al Qaida extremists will B¥e do not as yet know how fine-tuned
rarely concerned themselves with issu@ge first to qualify as the immediatéhe poppy eradication policies of the
that do not directly impact on their lives,penefactors, laughing perhapgovernment have been in the region,
especially after decades of turmoiparadoxically at the morbid idiocy of apart from the news some time ago that
which has rendered the great majority ohossible counterpart at the other end dhe farmers have strongly resented the
people struggling for daily subsistencghe extreme. But they are said to baleged poison spraying of their poppy
The protest originally started in Jalalabaalready a spent force with no capabilityelds. Finallyit begs the question as to
city which is near the border ofto stage such large scale demonstratiomsw successful the elected government
Pakistans North Wst Fontier Povince in many cities. has been in forming close links with the
where the pro-Taliban extremist partiegne wonders whether it has somethig§neral population, especially when
have greatinfluence in the governmenty go with the recent US-Afgharmany of the current ministers are little
It is also curious that the protestsyyertures about a possible long-terkOWn expatriates who returned to the
originated and rapidly spread to onlyrrangement for US military presence §@untry after decades of absence.

those egions, the taditional Rishtun Afghanistan, which will presumablWhatever the apparent cause of these
heartland, where more than 90 percenfyo|ve far more than the mere cause demonstrations, it is worth finding any

of the population supported Presidenfnternal peace and stability in theossible alternative motives and the real
Karzai in the last year’'s Presidentighuntry, instigators behind them, as much as it
elections. How easy will it be for the nuclear-arme§ essential to address the genuine
As important as it is to investigate antbakistan to econcile itself with theconcerns of the, possibly naive, young
discipline the alleged desecrators of thghought of a future US permanenfifghans outin the streets.

Holy Quran, it is equally important tomilitary base in Afghanistan which it has ,

investigate any possible ulterior motivegyng considered a backyard of its ISIanﬁghayeq Qassem is a CAIS PhD Scholar

: T : - . was First Secretary at the Embassy of
behind the instigation of the protestssupport against rival India? The laggghanistan 2002_208/5_ y

especially in the light of the recentgeneral zia-ul-Haq's long-term doctrine



The Seventh Biennial Conference of the Australasian AssociEti

for Communist anddat-Communist Studies (AACPCS) was hel
CAIS on 4-5 February 2005. It was jointly organised by CAIS
the Communist Systems Transformation Project at ANU, wit
Kirill NourzhanovDr Bob Miller and Ksenia Sawczak involved
the management of the conference.

a WWW ANU E

§FTHE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNNERSITY #2)#13

The theme of this year’s conference, which brought together
scholars from across Australia, New Zealand and Europe, wa
Systematic rinsformation of Communism: the Sociallitizal,

Cultural and Security Reabof the Rist Quarter Centuryrapes

focused on political, economic, security and cultural issues i
variety of communist and post-communist societies, includi
Eastern Europe, Central Asia, China and the Middle East.

Professor Lawrence Cram, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research)
the conference. This was followed by the Keynote Address, deli
by Ppofessor Leslie Holmes, Departmentdiifi®al Science, The
University of Melbourne, entitled ‘The Transformation
Communism: Successes, Fesland the Futet Pofessor Holmes
spoke about the changes that had taken place since the collaps
communist power 15 years ago, including privatisati
modernisation, demaatisation and changes in civil societje
noted both the successes and failures of the countries concer
and ended his address with the assertion that, while it is g
questionable whether these countries ought to be referred to
post-communist, the legacy of communism lives on.

Three members of CAIS delivered conference papers. Dr Maithew

Gray spoke on ‘Syria’s Laggard Economic Reform: Leads
Consolidation, Economic Stagnation, and Opposition
Liberlisation’Dr Kirill Nourzhanov gave a paper on ‘Shahidsekler
and Eagles inahks: Martyologues of the djik Civil Vér, 1992-
1994’ Bruce Drummond, CAIS PhD Schepake orAfghanistars
Regional Strongmen and the Opium Trade: A Transnational Se
Issue?’

Dr Milenko Btrovic, Univesity of CanterburyNew Zealand,
and Dr Bob MilleThe Austlian National Univesity
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politics of the region in a way that was neveWorld and concern about dangerous ideas
the case befa, such as tlough its which have arisen since 9/1such as the
promotion of themujahideerin Afghanistan “Clash of CivilzationgHe also noted the
Professor Fed Halliday Pofessor of and its ppgram of developing nuclearignorance of world leadsrin dealing with
International Relations, London School e¥eapons. Another component of this cristhe Middle East and the need for people who
Economics, gave a seminar on 9 Februésythe emegence of Al Qaeda - anare competent in theagion as well as issues
2005. He began with an outline of theorganisation which in its network ofof social and political theory
importance of the application oflevant supporting goups has mobilised peoplerfr
theoretical concerns when undertaking anany diffeent countries beyond the Middle
study of the egion, with a sting focus on East, although for a number of ysat has

theories of solidarity been opeating without the support of any TURKISH ENTRY TO THE EUROPEAN
state. The state of the economy is a furthd/ NION: SOME PERSPECTIVES FROM

component of ‘the greater THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

West Asian crisish the Gulf on 15 March 2005, Camiel Eurlings, Member
the problem of of the Euopean Brliament, spoke onufkish
unemployment has become &ntry to the Euspean Union: Some
political issue and has led toperspectives fsm the Euopean Brliament’

popular discontent. With n0This seminar was co-hosted by the National
public accounts of wheregyppe Cent.

g;??gfhf;ﬁ;ﬁ iﬁi\tgggmrkey has be_en an associate member of the
and investments, a univers;‘llz'uopean Union since 1960, and beca.m'e' a
demand for ,financial candidate membe_r in 1999. The possibility
transparency has nowOf Turkgy formallypmmg the EU has been a
emerged. The generaPotly dlsputeq toplq since then. A number
exasperation with the of countries, mpludmg Bnce and Austria,
corruption and rhetoric of the f'are qpposed_to It, guing OT‘ the g_ou_nds of
rulers has been a basis OHS size and its 99% Muslim maJorltythgr
countries, such as Germany and Jtaky in

: F5Vour of Tirkey joining due to the economic
One of the most striking issues of the day #I€ t0 Ecruit opportunities that this partnship could
how the conflicts in Afghanistanalj and Strategic rivalry between states is anoth&jring. Mr Eurlings noted the dangerf these
Palestine have come to be peived by much issue that needs to be taken into accourfypmissions and essed that the only fair
of the public as linked, and have given risghen examining the ‘gater Vst Asian gpppach is to teat Tirkey as any other
to nationalist concern and a strg sense of crisis’ A number of countries in thegion candidate membeiThis entails examining
solidarity Until recently Afghanistan didn't have, or a believed to be developingyhether or not Tirkey has met the criteria
mean anything to anyone, but with the risewuclear warheads, such aa¢$rSaudi Abia that were established to identify the
of Al Qaeda, and the@wing sense that this (its curent nuclear capability is uncertain)syjtapility of a country joining the EU.

was another Muslim country against whichnd lan, as well as countries which in thq_ e most important criteria are political. Mr
the West was imposing sanctionspast have not been involved in Middle Eaégrlings noted that whileuTkey has ma;je
Afghanistan became a part of the politicapolitics, including &kistan and India. TheI pressive mgress over the past few year
imagination of militant Aabs. On the issueRussian war with Chechnya and its effecI Shas not yet fully met the political criteria
of Iragq, many in the Aab world felt that this on the Northern Caucasus also has th Emanded, particularly in @as of human
was an Aab-Muslim country that was beingpotential to cause unknown damage in th(raIghtS won%en’s rights and liberties. He gave
punished by sanctions and discriminate@gion. ’ )

against. Thedfestine question, which hagzecent US intervention iraty, Afghanistan,

been cental to the forign policy of the he Gulf, together with its

states bodering Isael, has also been &55es in arkey has been

significant factor in the rise of Ab j,strumental in ceating a

nationalism, particularly since the start ofopylar sentiment of unity

the secondntifada and the gowing hated i, the egion and intestate

of Ismel and USA. Military solidarity hagg|ations. This is a new

emeged linking these pviously sepated phenomenon, as in the past

conflicts — conflicts which have beerhg gne in the Aab World

perceived as being part of aeéNtern \was concerned with

conspiacy against Ab and Muslim people. afghanistan, Bkistan or

Professor Halliday 8t coined the plase ‘the Iran.

greater Vst Asian crisis’ some time ago tpyfessor Halliday
identify concerns about how otheegions cqoncluded the seminar
have become incorpated in the issues of hoting the lack of expertise
the Middle East. Of particular concern is howcing us with egad to the
Pakistan has become integed into the pmigdle East and Muslim

Pofessor Fed HallidayPofessor Amin Saikal | . . .
and Dr Jezmy Shearr)f/wr which Osama Bin Ladin and others have b

HE Mr Piergiorgio Mazzocchi, Ambassador the Delegation
of the European Commission, and Mr Camiel Eurlings



continued fom pevious page

examples of torture, which, thoughhus the need for new ‘rules of the gametonstraints to non-state actors.

forbidden, is still practised. He alsto replace them. Indeed, the rules t&®kegarding the use of force, five criteri
voiced concern about the high incidencgovern international behaviouwhich of legitimacy are proposed: seriousne

a
SS

of forced marriages and honour killingawere drawrup in 1945 when the UN wasof threat, proper purpose, last resdrt,
which are hindering the development dfounded, are now under seriou@roportional means and balance |of
women’s rights, as well as the lack challenge. consequences. Professor noted that these

religious toleance. FinallyMr Eurlings The primary purpose of the UN is thiditimacy criteria will make the Security

outlined the need for Turkey to find ghaintenance of peace and securitycouncil more responsive to outbreaks
new equitable solution on the issue Qfyhjle chapter 7 of the UN ChartefUmanitarian atrocities than hitherto
Cyprus, and to acknowledge thgcknowledges that the use of forcénd make it more difficult for individual

Armenian Genocide with an independefifyjer international auspices maytates orad hoc ‘coalitions of the willing

commission that looks carefully at thgometimes be necessary in the cause® appropriate  language  aof

historical facts. peace, the organisation has thrived in itUmanitarianism for geopolitical and

Mr Eurlings concluded that, while Turkesfforts to find political, economic, legalunilateral interventions.
has undertaken great reforms, it is natnd institutional alternatives to military Accoding to Pofessor Thakuthe most
yet ready to join the European Union. Herce as a way of tackling problems ofmportant institutional
iterated the need to respect the criterigecurity The natug of armed conflict recommendations of the report concer

for entry to the EU and the importancéself has changed since 1945, with théhe reform of the Security Council with

of fulfilling them in an unbiased wayie line between war as a political act andhe need for geater cedibility,
also stipulated the need for dialoguerganised criminality becominglegitimacy representation, effectiveness

of

between Ewpe and Uirkey, particularly increasingly blurred, and the UN has tand enhanced capacity and willingness
given the biased view which people hawperate today in a global environmento act in defence of the common peace.

on Turkey that is far more complex than the worldAnother consideration of the report |is

of 1945. the veto, with a recommendation for|a

The HLP ha®1 recommendations whichcurtailment of its use. Professor Thak

UN REFORMS AND THE USE OF FOR@E:t the conviction that “Thenoted that the HLP's most exciting
THE SECRRIYGENERAE REPORT  maintenance of world peace and securifecommendation concerns a new
ﬁacebuilding Commission under the

Professor Ramesh Thakukssistant depends importantly on there being : . o
Secretary-General of the United Nationgommon global understanding, and@uthority of the Security Council in orde

and Senior Vice Rector of the Unitedcceptance, of when the application of0 identify countries sliding towarg
Nations Univesity, deliveed a public force is both legal and legitimateThe state collapse and institute measureg
lecture on ‘UN Reforms and the Use éentral thesis of the report is that no e .
Foce: The Seetary-Geneal's Report’, 1L country can afford to deal with today’s" the transition from war and confl_lc
April 2005. The focus of the lecture wasthreats alone, and no threat can be deal® ~ Peace —and  post-conflig
critique of kofi Annans High-level &nel Wwith effectively unless other threats ar@eacebuilding.
on Threats, Challenges and Change (Ha#gressed at the same time. The reporPsofessor Thakur concluded with

— -+

report which was established in Novembé&eur main advancements are theleclaration that, while the UN has jat
2003 to provide a brief survey of the 60interconnectedness of today’s threatsimes failed to tackle urgent collectiye
year history of the UN, an analysis of thiggitimacy criteria for the use of militaryaction problems due to institutionalised
challenges conémting it today and a set force, an agreed definition of terrorisminability, incapacity or unwillingness, |it
of proposals to improve its relevance ardind the need to extend normativeemains our best hope for unity |n

performance. diversity in a world in
which global problem|s
require multilatera
solutions. He als
reminded the audienc
of the organisation’
past resistance to refor
proposals, and th
danger that many othe
countries will join the

Professor Thakur noted that the use of
force and the possibility of controlling
it has preoccupied the minds of rulers
and scholars alike for thousands of years.
In the case of the dispute over the Iraq
war in 2003, there was no disagreement
on the abhorrent nature of the Saddam
Hussein regime, but the nature and
exercise of American poweBYy their
bitter separation over Iraq, the US and
the UN provoked a legitimacy crisis
about each other of American power and
UN authority Added to this was the
question of the changing nature of
threats in the modern world, the

inadequacy of existing norms and laws  ppfessor Amin Saikal, ¢fessor Ramesh Thakur and
in being able to address such threats, and  Dr Shankari Sundaraman, Jawaharlal Nehru Unigity

seriously if the reforn
agenda is stalled ye
again.
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continued from page 1 FOURTH AUSTRALIA-IRAN DIALOGUE

The session then focused on issues of businepsst-graduate students who have alreadyThe final session was devoted to cultural,
Dr Fabrilooked at the challenges faced by BHBraduated from Australian universities andeducational and societal issues. Professor
Billiton since the company first took an active outlining the need for greater consultation in Shoemaker and Dr Gharavi both talked about
interest in Iran in 1996, noting the difficulties areas of human rights and disarmament. ~ opportunities for educational/cultural

in negotiations on oil and gas, and the effectsThe second session was Amstalian and €Xchanges, and cooperation in joint
of Iran’s geo-political situation on conducting |ranjan Rrceptions of Each Otherals ~ Programmes, including in areas of research.
business. He emphasised Iran’s attractivenegg,clear Factor; Austlia-US Relations’ Mr Tim Beckett outlined proposals of student
as a supplier of natural gas directed towards gyofessor Wesley outlined Australia’s feelin§*changes between ANU and various Iranian
global market, and discussed the technical ang isolation and fear of desertion by a greatnstitutions, and emphasised the scope for
commercial viability of a pipeline which could power as one of the reasons for Australia’§nore Iranian students to study at ANU and
be opeational by 200 or 201. Fom the  g|gse alliance with the US. This has in turn le@ther Australian universities. Dr Shearmur gave
Iranian side, Mr Lavaie also focused on thgy 5 strong but not exclusive identification @ talk on ‘Dialogue of Civilizatiartse boadly
viability of economic projects in Iran. Apart \yith US foeign policy He also pointed out defined Western societies as individualistic,
from gas, he indicated a number of {4t Australia has strong interests in its ownhumanitarian and hedonistic/utilitarian, and
opportunities for bilateral relations between yegion, including: China-centred economichoted the consequences of scrutinising
the two countries in areas of exploration, growth, China’s diplomatic initiatives, ASEANMUSIim societies with the natural, if not
machinery and equipment (notably in 13 andaconcern to secure its own economi€€nsible, view that ones own values are correct,
agriculture), roads and transportation, poweryqsition. Dr Zahrani articulated Iran’s difficulty @1d that anything at odds with them are
stations, conversion of gasoline, and mining.j;, identifying its own possible allies. If the problematic. He cited examples of reactions

Susan Grace provided an analysis of relationividing lines @ religious, then &m, fakistan 0 Women wearing the chadassuesound
between the two countries. She stressedand Saudi Arabia form together a significantS&lman Rushdie, and the Imam Khomeini's
Australia’s commitment to dialogue and bloc. But if geopolitical issues are taken intoViéW Of appropriate punishment for what, in
consultation on important issues, and consideration, then Iran lines up with ChinaAUStrallﬁ_h are commonplace_ activities. Quoting
discussed the possibility of an expansion ofind India. On the issue of Iran’s nucleaKhatami and &ppey he eminded everyone
joint projects in areas such as education angrogramme, he defended his country’s righf the importance of the willingness to learn
agricultural research. She also touched uporto develop nuclear energy to support its@nd the need to treat one another as partners
a number of other issues, including Australia’spopulation of D million. Pofessor Saikal also N dialogue, not as objects of study
support of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation made mention of Australia-US relations in hisOther broader topics of discussion included:
Teaty and human rights issues. Mudefi,  presentation or& View of lan and Its Region global security issues; the importance of
from the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, from Austalia! He outlined two distinct stability and reconstruction in Afghanistan;
agreed on a need for arms control and a policyperceptions of Iran: the first view is of Iran asnew developments in the Middle East, with a
of multilateral cooperation, but mentioned a theocratic state with a lack of choice focus on the situation in Iraq and Israeli-
Iran’s legitimate right to develop nuclear underpinning a democratic system, while thePalestinian elations; and Islasypeception
power for peaceful purposes. He also discussasgcond is of Iran as in a transitional phasef the West.
the issues that have had a serious effect orwhich is following a path from an autocratic |tyas decided that a number of new initiatives
Iran since 9/L, including financial losses society to an Islamic but palist societyand  yould be pusued jointly such as andnian
suffered as a result of US intervention inhaving to find and adjust its position in a fjim festival in Australia and a publishing
Afghan!stan and drug trafflck_lng, and changlngmterna}tlonal oer Pofessqr _Salkal programme to translate Iranian philosophers
emphasised the need for cooperation throughalso drew attention to how Australia is - and jntg English.
the UN on the issue of terrorism. He concludecatould potentially be - viewed, noting that the Professor Saikal and Dr Zahrani closed the
on a note of optimism with the hope that more Australia is seen as allied to the US, anéi - AR

. . . . lalogue and thanked participants for their fruitful
relations between Australia and Iran wouldthe more it pursues American rather than . . .

. L o . - discussions. It was decided that the next

expand on economic, cultural and political Australian interests, the more likely it is to be L :
. . . . roundtable would take place in Brisbane in 2006.
lines, drawing attention to the 900 Iranian adversely affected.
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CENTRE COURSES

The Cené& for Aab and Islamic Studies (TheCourses offered by the Centre in 2005
Middle East and CeantrAsia) at the ANU include the following:

was established in 1993 and has evolvad|am, the Wist and International

to become a national focal point for high farorism

quality reseach and teaching on the Middle . - " L

East and Cergt Asia. ailc,delglllg;osT,dht|cs and Conflict in the
The Cengr specialises irdining gaduates |gjamic Radicalism

who awre able to make a valuable
contribution in a variety of ways—whether
in academia, the public service, diplomac
journalism or business—to Awdia and, by

extension, the wider international Modern Turke
community y

The Centre offers undergraduate and';/lgdii?a}ﬂggl);tilg:st’oryCultue e
e e e D rgllamics of the Iseeli-Ralestinian

Middle Eastern and CealrAsian Studies C)énflict

(MMECAS), and &fuate Diploma in The Gulf Strategic Environment

Middle Eastern and CealtrAsian Studies)

and eseach supervision (MPhil and PhDfFouses in Brsian, Trkish and Aabic
on a wide ange of topicselating to the language may also be included in the

Central Asia in Regional and Global
Perspectives

State and Society in the Arab World
Turkish History: Ottoman State to

areas of the Ceng’s coveage. programs.

MA, MMECAS, AND GRADBA UNDERGRADUATE COURSES
DIPLOMA IN MIDDLE EASTERN ANID addition to the graduate programs, the
CENTRAL ASIAN STUDIES Centre also offers the following:

The Gaduate Diploma consists of sixFour undegraduate politics coses-Politics
semester cowses, while the MA in Russia, ditics in Cental and W¥st Asia,
degee has an additional sub-thesis offolitics in the Middle Easand The New
15,000-20,000 wds. The jmgrams can be States of Eurasia
completed within a (calendar) yedihe A full major in Arabic language consisting of
MMECAS consists of eight semestersesur seven language courses, Diploma of Asian
and is designed specifically for studentStudies (Arabic) consisting of eight language
who will also continue with the Master of courses, and Bachelor of Asian Studies (Arabic
Diplomacy offezd by the ANU Asiaéific  specialist).
College of Diplomacy A full major in Brsian language consisting of
six language courses, plus litzmian History
and Culturecourse.
Elementary and Intermediate courses in
Turkish language and Turkish history and
culture, with a full major to become available.

PUBLICAIONS FOR PURCHASE

CAIS publishes a biannual Bulletin, moaplgs, and occasional pagpefhe following
publications a& available for pwhase—prices quoted include.@pé&cial prices will
be offeed for bulk oders:

Mohammad Khataniislam, Dialogue and Civil SocieBAIS, ANU, 2000. $18.7

Thomas R Pickeririgussia and the US in the Middle East and @éAsiag CMECAS,
ANU, 1996. $5.50 (Occasioreghét)

Amin Saikal (edTurkey A Bridge Between East anddl/Austalian National Univeity,
1996. $19.25

Amin Saikal & Geo#fy Jukes (ed&gbanon Beyond 2008ustalian National Univsity;
1997. $2.45

Amin Saikal & Geoffy Jukes (edshhe Middle East: &pects for Settlement and
Stability? Austalian National Univsity, 1995. $16.50.

Matthew Webh The lishmir Conflict: A Historical AnalysiSAIS, ANU, 2000.1$10
(Occasionaldper)

Please make cheques payable to the EdénitrAab and Islamic Studies, ANU.




